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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES
1.  God Has Spoken… Are We Listening?

Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-14

Theme:  “Confident faith rests on the conviction that God has spoken and continues to speak through His Son Jesus Christ.”
Introduction

We Christians are living in controversial times.  Christians and the Christian faith are under attack from a number of directions.  From without the popular philosophy of our day is that there is no truth; all truth is relative.  What may be true for one person may not be true for another.  This philosophy permeates from a wide spread cultural mind-set known as postmodernism.  This new World Views no longer values human reasoning, science and logic to come to truth. Rather, it all boils down to one’s viewpoint.  “Every viewpoint is a viewpoint from a viewpoint.”
Atheist scientists committed to evolution are attacking Christians and scientists who believe in God as being harmful to education and  to the political-legal systems.  The Christian world view of life being created in the image of God as well as issues of morality such as homosexual marriages, euthanasia, abortion and premarital sex are ridiculed as antiquated and inhibiting progress in life.   An anti Christian bias has evolved with attitudes claiming that: “Christianity is a man-made organized religion”… “Christians are close-minded, judgmental people”… “Christians are arrogant to think they alone have the only true religion.”
As a result, a younger generation of Christians, many of whom were raised in the church, are beginning to question: “Aren’t there lots of religions to choose from?... Is Jesus the only way to God, or one way among many?  Why should we go to church, can’t we have our own personal relationship with God?”  Many post-modern young people are rejecting Christ and the church..
Our world is very similar to the time in which Hebrews was written.  To have a confident faith in these controversial times we must once again ask ourselves “Has God spoken?” But this raises even  a deeper question: “ Since He has spoken in Jesus Christ, are we even ready to listen?”
I.  JESUS EMBODIES GOD’S FULL REVELATION  (Hebrews 1:1-3)

1 How did God make Himself known in the past?  1:1

· Explain the role of Old Testament prophets.

2 In what way is the writer of Hebrews using the phrase “these last days”?  1:2; Acts 2:17

· How is Jesus described in 1:2 and what does this tell you about His true identity? 

3 What further description is made concerning Jesus and what does He reveal to us about God?  1:2-4

· What impact would you suspect these words had on Jewish Christians who were considering returning to Judaism?

4 What does Christ sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on High tell you about Him?  1:3   
II  Jesus Is Greater Than The Angels  (Hebrews 1:4-14)

1 What makes Jesus superior to the angelic messengers of God?  1:4-5

· What title is given to Jesus?  Vs 5

· What is taught here about the nature and function of angels?  1:6-7,14

2 What do you suppose was problematic about the way the recipients of Hebrews viewed angels that would cause the author to write as he does?

· Why do you think that it was important that the author made his argument concerning the person of Jesus by quoting Old Testament Scripture?
3 How could you use Hebrews 1:1-14 as a basis when speaking to a Jehovah’s Witness?  See 1:2,5,10

· Compare Gen. 1:1 with Hebrews 1:2,10.  What does this tell you about Jesus’ true identity?
Application
Why is the Biblical understanding of the true identity of Jesus Christ so important in our day and generation?

·   What is challenging your faith in terms of your commitment to Christ?
·   Why must a Christian’s beliefs be convictions? 
